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an account of all that happened, he tells him that the King of Scythia
offered him his daughter in marriage, but makes no mention at all
of the Amazon. And many years after, when Onesicritus read this
story in his fourth book to Lysimachus, who then reigned^ the king
laughed quietly and asked, "Where could I have been at that time?"
But it signifies little to Alexander whether this be credited or no.
Certain it is, that apprehending the Macedonians would be weary of
pursuing the war, he left the greater part of them in their quarters;
and having with him in Hyrcania the choice of his men only, amount-
ing to twenty thousand foot and three thousand horse, he spoke to
them to this effect:   That hitherto the barbarians had seen them no
otherwise than as it were in a dream, and if they should think of
returning when they had only alarmed Asia, and not conquered it,
their enemies would set upon them as upon so many women.   However
he told them he would keep none of them with him against their will,
they might go if they pleased; he should merely enter his protest,
that when on his way to make the Macedonians the masters of the
world, he was left alone with a few friends and volunteers.   This is
almost word for word, as he wrote in a letter to Antipater9 where
he adds, that when he had thus spoken to them, they all cried out,
they would go along with him whithersoever it was his pleasure to
lead them.   After succeeding with these, it was no hard matter for him
to bring over the multitude, which easily followed the example of
their betters.    Now, also, he more and more accommodated himself
in his way of living to that of the natives, and tried to bring- them
also as near as he could to the Macedonian customs, wisely consider-
ing that whilst he was engaged in an expedition which would carry
him far from thence, it would be wiser to depend upon the good-
will which might arise from intermixture and association as a means
of  maintaining  tranquillity,  than  upon  force  and  compulsion.     In
order to this, he chose out thirty thousand boys, whom he put tinder
masters to teach them the Greek tongue, and to train them tip to
arms in the Macedonian discipline.   As for his marriage with Roxana,
whose youth fulness and beauty had charmed him at a drinking en-
tertainment,  where he first happened to  see her taking part in a
dance, it was, indeed, a love affair, yet it seemed at the same time
to be conducive to the object he had in hand.    For it gratified the
conquered people to see him choose a wife from among themselves,
and it made them feel the most lively affection for him, to find that
in the only passion which he, the most temperate of men, was over-
come by, he yet forebore till he could obtain her in a lawful and
honorable way.
Noticing also that among his chief friends and favorites, Hephaestion
most approved all that he did, and complied with and imitated him
in his change of habits, while Craterus continued strict in the 6b-